Resolution on the Lehigh Southwest Cement Company Permanente Quarry Reclamation Plan

WHEREAS, the Permanente Quarry is within five miles from over 200,000 residents of Santa Clara
Countyl.

WHEREAS; Lehigh Southwest Cement Plant and Permanente Quarry have a history of alleged local
and federal violations; potentially exposing residents to air, water, and noise pollution;
contaminating Permanente Creek, which leads to the San Francisco Bay Estuary; and threatening
the environment. »*>*>%’

WHEREAS; the 2019 Lehigh Reclamation Plan Amendment proposes a drastic deviation from the
existing County-approved 2012 Reclamation Plan Amendment ®. For example, instead of using
available onsite materials to backfill the main quarry as described in the 2012 plan, the 2019 plan
could add about “666 truck trips per weekday9 for 30 years. This increase of truck traffic and the
resulting impacts to greenhouse gas emissions, public safety and congestion, likely constitute
significant impacts under CEQA”, as stated in a Santa Clara County letter to Lehigh regarding the
application for 2019 Reclamation Plan Amendment 10,

WHEREAS; the letters from the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District™, the cities of
Cupertino”, Los AItos”, and Los Altos Hillsll, and the Sierra Club™ demonstrate that the existing
County-approved 2012 Permanente Quarry Reclamation Plan is the superior to the 2019
Reclamation Plan Amendment. These letters indicate that the 2012 plan protects the ridgeline
between the quarry and Rancho San Antonio Park, as dictated in the 1972 Ridgeline Protection
Easement Deed *, preserves the surrounding community’s scenic views'®, removes current and
future waste-material visual impactsls, minimizes traffic , and restores Permanente Creek in a
timely manner'®.

WHEREAS; we believe Lehigh should be required to minimize the adverse impact of their
operations on our community and provide good, union jobs, with wages, benefits, and working
conditions that meet our local community's standards and expectations, and we believe that Lehigh
can continue to operate under the 2012 reclamation plan while being held to uphold such
standards.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Santa Clara County Democratic Party asks the Santa Clara
County Government to assure that Lehigh Southwest Cement Plant and Quarry comes into full
compliance with its outstanding noticed violations.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Santa Clara County Democratic Party urges the Santa Clara
County Government to deny the 2019 Permanente Quarry Reclamation Plan Amendment, uphold
1972 Ridgeline Protection Easement Deed, and retain the existing approved 2012 Lehigh
Permanente Quarry Reclamation Plan which minimizes traffic, preserves scenic vistas, and restores
Permanente Creek in a timely manner.
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