Resolution to Transition Away from Burning of Coal and Petroleum-coke in
Santa Clara County

WHEREAS as devastating wildfires sweep across our state, fueled by climate-driven drought,
extreme heat and high winds, the need for action on climate change has never been more
urgent. To address this urgent issue, Santa Clara County has made a declaration of a climate
emergency’.

WHEREAS; Santa Clara County could greatly cut greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from
stationary sources if coal and petroleum-coke burning industries transition by 2030 to
234> Under State Law SB32, the state is
required to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030°.

technologies that do not emit greenhouse gases

WHEREAS; the largest single source GHG polluter in Santa Clara County is Lehigh Southwest
Cement Plant (Lehigh)s,which uses petroleum-coke as a fuel source to manufacture cement’,
releasing nearly a million metric tons of GHG emissions per year based on its 2016 reported
emissions®.

WHEREAS; as one example of a promising alternative to the current methods used by Lehigh, it
should be noted that “Cementa, part of Heidelberg Cement Group [which Lehigh is also apart of
this group], and Vattenfall have conducted a pilot study on electrified cement production
aiming to produce cement with zero carbon emissions by 2030"°.

WHEREAS; as another example of a promising alternative to the current methods used by
Lehigh, companies such as Blue Planet (Los Gatos, California) are developing and have piloted
new technologies to capture the carbon dioxide in plants such as the Lehigh Cement Plant and
produce commercially useful productsm.

WHEREAS; we believe Lehigh and other companies operating in Santa Clara County should be
required to minimize the adverse impact of their operations on our community and
environment, and should provide good, union jobs, with pay, benefits, and working conditions

111213 "3nd we believe the Lehigh

that meet our local community's standards and expectations
can transition to cleaner fuels and to advanced production technologies while being held to

uphold such standards.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that to lower GHG emissions and reduce toxic air pollutants the
Santa Clara County Democratic Party calls upon the County and other government agencies to
compel Lehigh and others to transition by 2030 from the burning of coal and petroleum-coke in
Santa Clara County by converting to carbon-free energy sources and/or utilizing other
technologies that do not emit greenhouse gases.
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