
Resolution in Support of an Empty Homes Tax 

WHEREAS, Santa Clara County’s housing shortage continues to deepen as new housing projects 
take millions of dollars and multiple years to build, home prices continue rising, with 13,769 
empty homes in San Jose in 2020, including 4,316 of these homes completely off the market1, 
and homelessness continues growing, with authors Richard Florida and Shane Phillips showing 
San Jose is one of the US’s most unaffordable, unequal cities2; and 

WHEREAS, in the 2022 election cycle, voters in San Francisco, Santa Cruz, & Berkeley all 
considered empty homes tax ballot measures, with two of them being approved3; meanwhile, 
Oakland and Washington, D.C. already have taxes on vacant land and/or empty homes4, with 
Oakland raising $7 million from the tax to combat homelessness its first year5 and Washington, 
D.C. using a public dashboard & map to display all its vacant and blighted properties, with 
nearly 100% of initial inspections for vacant buildings completed within 30 days of a report6; 
and  

WHEREAS, while jurisdictions passing empty homes or vacancy taxes have exemptions for 
homes transitioning between tenants, being renovated, or available for short rentals, they 
enable the remaining property owners to choose to fill their homes with occupants or pay the 
tax, which can dedicate funding to build affordable housing, as is the case in Vancouver, 
Canada, where a pioneering empty homes tax has succeeded, seeing vacancy rates drop and 
about 2,000 housing units came back on the market in two years while generating $21.3 million 
in revenue for new affordable housing in 20197; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Santa Clara County Democratic Party believes city 
governments should begin studying the number of homes sitting empty, including the differing 
reasons for said status, and call on city governments to study the different ways of 
implementing empty homes and/or vacant land taxes, including estimates of the varied costs 
and revenues based on policy options; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Santa Clara County Democratic Party calls on Democratic 
legislators to propose such a tax in their respective jurisdictions, because implementing a 
vacant homes tax can encourage hundreds of homes to be put back on the market for 
occupancy very quickly while dedicating revenue from the homes remaining empty to sizably 
fund affordable housing. 
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